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Towards zero pollution:
A cleaner environment for people and ecosystems

Hans Bruyninckx │Zero pollution stakeholder conference│14 December 2022 



• First climate-neutral continent
• Biodiversity Strategy 2030
• New Circular Economy Action Plan
• Zero pollution Action Plan
• Farm to fork strategy
• Just transition
• Sustainable European Investment Plan
• Future ready economy – new industrial strategy

“Our most pressing 
challenge is keeping our 
planet healthy. This is the 
greatest responsibility and 
opportunity of our 
times.”

‘Existential 
threats’

A systemic approach to sustainability (and pollution) challenges
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2050 Zero Pollution Ambition
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Air, water and soil pollution is reduced to levels no 
longer considered harmful to health and natural 

ecosystems and that respect the boundaries our planet 
can cope with, thus creating a toxic-free environment
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4 x on track
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6 x not/partly on track



Reducing the health impacts of air pollution

-45% -55%
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quality guideline level of 5µg/m3, EU-27
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Zero pollution action 
plan target 2030



Slow progress on reducing the impacts of 
transport noise



75% of ecosystems remain at risk from air pollution 

EMEP (2022), data on critical loads from the Coordination Centre for Effects (CCE, 
forthcoming).



Tackling anti-microbial resistance

18.3% reduction

2030 target
-50%

Baseline year: 2018



No evidence of reduced nutrient loss

Eurostat, 2022

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Agri-environmental_indicator_-_mineral_fertiliser_consumption


EEA, 2022

Little progress in reducing waste

2020

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/reaching-2030s-residual-municipal-waste


50+ years with pollution on the agenda: 
Reconfiguring energy, food, mobility and industrial systems
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Thank you
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