
Ecodesign for Sustainable 
Products Regulation –
Preliminary study on new 
product priorities



Aim of the presentation

To explain the study on new product priorities
 Scope of this study
 Methodology for prioritisation
 Preliminary ranking and results

Not the intention to 
go into technical 

details or product-
specific discussions

Article 16(2)

The Commission shall adopt and regularly update a 
working plan, covering a period of at least 3 years, 

setting out a list of product groups for which it intends 
to establish ecodesign requirements in accordance with 

this Regulation

Proposal for a Regulation

Establishing a framework 

for setting ecodesign

requirements for 

sustainable products

Preliminary

study on new 

product 

priorities



Overall timeframe

Open Public Consultation

Mar 22

Proposal for a Regulation

Establishing a framework 

for setting ecodesign

requirements for 

sustainable products

Jan 23 May 23 Dec 23

ESPR entry 
into force

Preliminary

study
Final study

Stakeholder feedback



Medicinal and 
veterinary products

The scope

Food and feed

Living plants and 
micro-organisms

Out of the scope 
of this consultation

In the scope 
of this 

consultation

Out of the scope of 
ESPR

Energy related 
products

See Section 2.2.1 
of the study



The study at a glance

Additional 
considerations

Not used for prioritisation

2. Prioritisation

End-use 
products

Intermediary 
products

Strategic 
autonomy

Quantification 
of impacts

Product approach Horizontal approach

Horizontal 
measures

1. Identification of products/measures



Products prioritization - methodology
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HUMAN
TOXICITY

ENERGY 
USE

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

WASTE

BIODIVER
SITY

SOILAIRWATER MATERIAL 
EFFICIENCY

LIFETIME
EXTENSION

Minimum recycled content per kg or unit of product (or component)

Design for disassembly to increase material recovery

Minimum durability of the product (under normal conditions of use)

Availability of spare parts for the product

Use of coding standards for the identification of components and materials

Expected lifetime of the product (under normal conditions of use)

How to use and maintain the product to avoid its premature substitution

Recycled content per piece of furniture

See product 
fiches in Annex V

Environmental impacts
Product fiches

Potential ESPR measures



Products prioritization – preliminary ranking
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Product vs horizontal approach

Product approach Horizontal approach

Resistance to stresses

Minimum durability of function

Reparability scoring index/label

Availability of spare part/repair info

Minimum recycled content per kg or unit of product (or component)

Design for disassembly to increase material recovery

Minimum durability of the product (under normal conditions of use)

Availability of spare parts for the product

Use of coding standards for the identification of components and materials

Expected lifetime of the product (under normal conditions of use)

How to use and maintain the product to avoid its premature substitution

Recycled content per piece of furniture

End-use 
products

Intermediary 
products

Horizontal measures



RECYCLABILITY
POST- CONSUMER 
RECYCLED CONTENT

DURABILITY

Reliability Reparability
Reusability Upgradability

Horizontal measures – preliminary selection

Systematic and harmonised
consideration of aspects 
(Art. 5)

Finite scope of product 
groups with technical 
similarities

RECYCLABILITY
POST- CONSUMER 
RECYCLED CONTENT

DURABILITY

Reliability Reparability
Reusability Upgradability

H
o
ri

zo
n
ta

l 
a
p
p
ro

a
ch



Strategic autonomy – preliminary methodology & ranking

 A simplified “Bill of Materials” (max. 4 elements) for the 19 product groups under investigation

 3 features for the assessment:
 Ranking: Definition of a score for each material of the Bill 

of Materials based on the 3 featuresPresence of Critical Raw 
Materials (CRMs) according to 

EC’s 2020 list

 Supply risk & economic 
importance

Fossil hydrocarbons as raw 
materials (non-energy use)

 Import reliance, price 
volatility

Geopolitical context Supply 
from Russia/Ukraine
 Potential sanctions and 
supply shortages



How the ESPR WP may affect the current 
environmental impacts of EU consumption?

How much are prioritized
products contributing to
the current environmental
impacts of EU
consumption?

COVERAGE

To what extent can ESPR measures change the
current environmental impacts of EU
consumption?

POTENTIAL CHANGE

Impact A Impact B

Current impact

Is there a risk for shifting impacts to other
environmental aspects?



Final considerations

 The link to the study can be found in the 
Call for evidence

 All feedback to be submitted in the Have 
your Say portal 

 Open Public Consultation closing date: 
May 12th

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13682-New-product-priorities-for-Ecodesign-for-Sustainable-Products_en


Thank you
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